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A message from David Pagano, filmmaker / animator /
author and the "brains" behind Paganomation

Whether I'm dressing up in a minifigure costume or
animating a minifigure version of myself, I've always felt a
connection to LEGO toys. That's part of why these past few
years have been so tough: it's the longest I've been away
from LEGO stop-motion since | was 10 years old.

But this summer, | was finally able to dust off my LEGO
collection (and my animation skills) to create a new brickfilm,
which you can read about below. The full title of the short is
Strange Il (Be Back) — because it truly is!

- David Pagano /7 @

A "Strange" Return

You know what's strange? For a lifelong
stop-motion animator to be away from
the medium for almost six years. That's
what happened at Paganomation: when
the COVID pandemic hit, we lost our
studio space. All of our film equipment
(and our entire LEGO collection) had to
be put into storage indefinitely.

In the meantime, there have been other
things to work on (like The Importance
of Being Ernest documentary project —
see previous issue). We also received a
number of questions from viewers, like
"will you ever make a brickfilm again?"
and "are you dead?"

Those questions were answered this
year, as BricksInMotion.com hosted their
annual BRAWL (Brickfilming Rapidly All
Week Long) contest. The rules of this

competition require entrants to create
a LEGO stop-motion film in only seven
days; the perfect motivation!

To keep things simple, David's BRAWL
entry took inspiration from one of his
early shorts: Strange, a stream-of-
consciousness animation test from the
year 2000. And thus, Strange Il became
a similar exercise in experimental fun,
taking a playful approach to stop-
motion with random characters, props,
and backgrounds. It also saw the debut
of a brand new "David" sigfig (right),
updating the previous design seen in
The LEGO Animation Book.

Head over to Paganomation.com to
watch both Strange and Strange Il, and
check out more behind-the-scenes bits
at Paganomation.com/Patreon.

David's minifigure
Halloween costume
(made by his parents)
from 35 years ago.
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A "sigfig" (short for signature
minifig) is the term used for
the unique minifigure avatars
LEGO fans build to represent
themselves.



Send us your letters, photos, jokes,
fan art, anything you'd like... and we
might publish them here! You can
write to us via the address below, or
email mailbag@paganomation.com.

Can you tell us about how vyour
company got started and how making
brickfilms became a career for you?
- Elias H., Portland, OR

Paganomation started as a funny
name for David’s animation work,
originating from his 2007 student
film Little Guys! (You can watch the
film at Paganomation.com/LittleGuys
and build one of your own using the
instructions on this page.)

Some folks from The LEGO Group
saw Little Guys! and really liked it
— so much so that they hired us to
create official animations to promote
LEGO products.

That was when Paganomation
transformed into a real production
studio... it was necessary to
accomplish the type of work we were
being asked to make!

WRITE TO:

Paganomation Mailbag
45-12 46th St. STE 256

Sunnyside, NY 11104-1702
United States

NOTE: All materials sent become the
property of Paganomation. They may
be reprinted without compensation or
acknowledgement and cannot be returned.

I grew up with Paganomation's
Space Police shorts commissioned
by LEGO...I was wondering if this
cliffhanger will ever be resolved by
more animations? - Colton W.

We love hearing how fondly
remembered our six Space Police
shorts are! (For the unintiated, you
can check out the entire series at
Paganomation.com/SpacePolice)

The cliffhanger ending of that series
was never meant to be a teaser for
more episodes. Rather, the goal was to
inspire viewers to build and continue
the story themselves!

Our work on Space Police wrapped
up way back in 2009. Unfortunately,
without a new line of Space Police
products from The LEGO Group,
it's unlikely that we’ll be hired to
continue the series.

But never say never!
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